HISTORY OF BOSTON.

BY ROBIN CARVER.

BOSTON :

LILLY, WAIT, COLMAN, AND HOLDEN.

1834.



CHAPTER XX.

Reflections.  Bridocs and avenues to the cily. View from the
sea.  Approach of o stranoer. 1 veflections. Lhe har-

bor. Old times. Fanewdl 1all Mgyl Fancwel Fiall

May-L'air.  Ensiitution for the B3iad.

L T uave now told you many storics about Boston.  You
have followed its progress {rom a desert solitude, trodden only
by the Indian hunter, toa large, populous and commereial city,
full of fine dwelling houses, churelies and public buildings,
and inhabited by a wealthy and refined people.  You shall
now hear something of Boston as it is.

R. I have already told you that Boston is situated on a
peninsula, almost entircly surrounded by water, and con-
nected with the main land only by a narrow avenue called
the neck. This was formerly the only way of entering or
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lcaving the town, except in boats or large vessels. But
there are now no less than nine avenues.

3. There are tfour bridges built over the river Charles,
which connect the city with Cambridge and Charlestown.
There are two bridges leading to South Boston, where are
the forts erected durmmg the revolution, and rebuilt during
the last war. A fine dam, called the western avenue, leads
from Ieacon street to a point in Brookline 5 and three rail-
roads to dilierent points in the country, will soon be com-
pleted. There 1s also an extensive ferry between the city
and Chelsea, with steam-hoats tor the accommodation of
wagons and carriaees, as well as foot passengers,

4. Every avenue to the city presents a beautiful view.
When approached from the sen, itis exceedinely picturesque
and strising.  Fhe ship, satling aanong o hundred green or
rocky islands, and passing hetween the two forts that com-
mand the entrance of’ the harbor, is borne onwards to the
noble city before it.

5. A stranger is first struck by the high parts of the
city, where Lis eye rests upon the conspicuous dome of the
State House, and the many spires rising from the various
quarters. On ncarer approach, he examines with much
pleasure and perhaps astounishment, the noble wharves, with
their massive blocks of brick and granite ware-houses and
stores, and the many ships crowding them with their unladen
treasures.

6. On landing, he stops a moment to gaze behind him,

7
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on the magmficent prospect he is about to leave ; that of
the spacious harbor, whitened with the sails of so many
ships, and dotted with so many little islands.  Well, indeed,
may he linger and gaze, for scldom may his eye rest on so
beautiful a scene!

7. 1f he know any thing of the history of our country, he
remembers that he has reached a part of it ricl in patriotic
adventures. e thinks of the tea story, and looks round to
see 1f he can find any httle stone or monument to mark the
spot where this famous event took place. e lifts his eves
to the green hills across the bay, and remembers that Fowe
gazed upon them with more surprise, when he saw them
covered with the ramparts which the soldiers of Washing-
ton had raised in a night,

8. His eye again turns to the blue waters of the hay, and
he pictures to himself the time when they were covered with
the departing ships of the Dritish, sullenly yielding to the
fate of war, and abandoning their strone hold to the Yankee
general and his farmer-soldiers.  Or, he is carried still far-
ther back, to the day when the pestilence had destroyed the
original owners of the soil, and solitude and silence hung
over the places now so busy with the hum and bustle of
crowded life !

9. But I must leave these reflections and take the stranger
about the city, to show him the chief buildings, and the gen-
eral beauties of the place. We will first take him to the
new market-house, and Faneuil Hall, as they happen to be
nearest the water, and will be more in our way.
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10. First examine the Faneuil Hall market. This is pro-
bably the most splendid edifice raized for such a purpose, in
the world. 1t 1s built wholly of fine granite. Its length s
five hundred and thirty-five feet, and its width fifty feet. At
each cund 1s a noble portico, supported by four columns
about twenty feet hugh, and three and a half feet in diame-
ter.  Irom the centre of the building, rises a spacious dome,
gpringing from four ornamcented arches.

I1. Yhe corner stone of this immense cdifice was laid on
the twenty-seventh of April 1225, while Josiah Quiney, son
of the revelutionary patriot, was mayor of the city. It was
completed e little more than two years, and will remain
for many ages, as a monument of the enterprise, skill, and
wealth of our citizens at the time.

12. To the west of this building stands 'ancail Hall,
which has been called the Cradle of American Liberty, and
1s very famous throughout the country. It was the place
where Josiah Quney, Jr, James Ots, and Samuel Adams
usced to address the people during the troubled period which
preceded and accompanied the revolution. "The original edi-
fice was built nearly a hundred years ago, by Peter Faneuil,
Iisq., and was preséntcd by him to the town. A picture of *
the generous douor, forms one of the chief ornaments of
the hall.

13. The building has a cupola, from which is a fine view
of the harbor. The great hall is 76 feet square, and 28
feet high, with galleries on three sides, supported by plain
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columns. Ranges of ornamented columns support the
ceiling, and the walls are decorated by pilasters. A bust of
John Adams, the seccond President of the United States, is
placed at oune end of the hall, between the picture of Mr
Faneuil, and a splendid full Iength painting of Washington,
by the celebrated artist, Stuart.

I4. Fancuil Hall is sacred not alone for its patriotic re-
collections. It is connected with the history of one of our
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of my readers who live in Boston, remember the May iair,
that was held for the benetit of the Institution for the Blind,
in 1835,

15. The ladies of the city decorated the old hall so mag-
nificently, that it looked like a fairy palace. Bowers of
evergreen, and roses, hanging ecurtains, garlands and fes-
toons, gleamed on cvery side, with a show of richness and
beauty, that could with difficulty be surpassed.

16. About the hall, and in its centre, tables were placed,
loaded with beautiful trinkets, and faney articles of many
descriptions, wrought by the ladies, who were then exhibiting
them for sale. I'or three days and evenings, the hall was
crowded with gencrous purchasers. Several of the little
blind boys, for whose benefit the Fair was held, were
present at the tables, and scemed to be very cheerful and
happy-

17. A band of music played during the eveningsof the sec-
ond and third days, and added highly to the pleasure of the
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Faneuil Hall,
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occasion. Every thing went off joyfully, and about thir-
teen thousand dollars were received, to be applied to the
establishmeunt of the Institution for the Blind.

18. It is not a great distance from Faneuil Hall, to the
street in which the Institution for the Blind is sitnated. If
you please, we will walk round, and show it to the stranger.
It is a spacious hrick edifice, presented to the Institution,
by Colonel Perkins, an opulent merchant, whose generosity
is cqual to his wealth. Between thirty and forty blind chil-
dren are educated here.  They arc occupied with a variety
of employments, and are all industrious, cheerful, and con-
tented.,

19. Some learn to play on the pianoforte, and all culti-
vate a taste for singing.  One of the most aflecting concerts
to which T have ever listened, has been that of a choir of
these blind children, pouring forth some glad melody, with
as much elee and joyousness, as if they had never known
what it was to be unhappy. But music is only thewr
amusement. By means of raised letters, they are taught
to read, and there is an ingenious contrivance, by which
they can learn to write, and to understand letters that are
written to them. They also learn Geography very perfect-
ly, and arc thus cnabled to acquire a great deal of know-
ledge, that furnishes them with employment, and subjects of
reflection, in years that might otherwise be to them almost
a blank.

20. There are many useful lessons that we may derive
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from visiting such an Institution as this. We learn to be
grateful for the blessings that we enjoy, and to thank the
Being who made us, that we have eyes to sec the wonders
and the beauties of the universe. We learn to estimate as
we ought, the power and skill of man, which thus enable
him to supply the deficiencies of hature, and almost to give
sight to the blind. We learn to have more confidence in
the gooduess and virtue of nien, when we sece them drawing
something from their own possessions, to relieve the wants.
and console the misfortunes of those who have been less
blessed than themselves !



