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CIHAPTELR NIX

Visit of Lafayette. Fiis ecarly Adeenlures. Ilis arrival at
Boston in 1824, Ilis Weleome. Great Parade. The
Schools make a procession.  dLaying the Corner stone of
Bunker 1N Monument.  Visits of the Presidents. Re-
flections.

1. I wave said betore, that since the revolution, few inci-
dents, which would be of great interest to you, have oceul-
red in our history. It is not then surprising, that one of the
most striking events of our more recent annals should also
be connceted with that great event. ) refer to the visit of
Lafayette to Boston in 1824, of which you may like to hear
a short account.

2. Lafayette, you already know, was born in a village of
France, in 1757. When about nineteen years of age, he
secretly left his native land, to engage in the cause of Ame-
rican liberty. Our country was at that time in a very un-
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fortunate and gloomy condition, and his arrival ereated great
joy among the feeble and almost despairing patriots.

3. The young forcigner was at once appointed to a com-
mand in the Contiental army. This he deelined, and
having raised, and cquipped a body of men at his o yn ex-
pense, he entered the service as a volunteer, without pay.
He rendered very important aid to the cause, by his per-
sonal exertions and valor here, and his influence at home.

was always honored with his full affcction and confidence.

4. He returned to France, soon after the close of the re-
volution, and has carried with him through life, his carly
love of liberty. Several invitations had heen oiven to him,
to visit once more the country of his carly cxploits. At
length, he consented.  In August 1824 Lo landed at New
York, and was received there with the shouts of thousands,
who erowded to greet and welcome the old friend of their
fathers.

5. In a few days, he reached the residence of Governor
Eustis, his old companion in arms, at RoxDbury, in the
neighborhood of Boston. Every where, in the country
through which he passed, he was received with the greatest
delight and enthusiasn.

6. On the morning after his arrival at Roxbury, a caval-
cade of eight hundred citizens of Boston, waited on him, to
form an escort to the town line. Here he was met by the
mayor, and other city officers, and a military escort. On
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receiving from the mayor a welcome, in the name of the
city, Lufayette made the following brief, but apt reply

7. «The emotions of love and gratitude, which 1 have
been accustomed to feel on entering this city, have ever
mingled with a sense of religious reverence, for the cradle
of American, and, let us hope it will be hereafter sad, of
universal liberty.

& ¢« What must be, sir, my feelings at the blessed moment,
when, after so long an absence, b feel myself again sur-
rounded by the good citizens of Boston, where I am so af-
fectionately, so honorably weleomed, not only by old friends,
but by several suecessive generations 3 where I can witness
the prosgperity, the mmense improvements, that have been
the just reward of a noble strugele, virtuous morals, and
truly republican mnstitutions,

9. <1 beg of you, Mr Mayvor, gentlemen of the ("ity Coun-
cil, and all of you, beloved citizens of Boston, te accept the
respeetful and warin thanks of a heart, which has for nearly
half a century been devoted to your Hllustrious City. |

10. The procession then formed, and began to advanee
towards the city, at about 11 o’clock. Tt passed through all
the principal streets, and during ats progress, Lafayette was
continually received with the eheers and shouts of the mul-
titude. The windows of all the houses were crowded with
spectators, waving handkerchiefs, and throwing garlands
into his barouche as he passed.

11. On this occasion, a truly beautiful sight was present-
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ed. The children of the public schoois, dressed in a neat
uniform, were ranged in two rows, by the lower part of the
common, under the direction of their teachers.  As the pro-
cession passed throngh the lines formed by these boys and
girls, they raised their little voices to add one more shout of
welcome, to the thousands that had erected the (riend of
Washington,.

12. During the stay of General Lafayctte in the city, the
exciicmeni of ilie peonie seemed constantly to increase.
Every mark of respeet and allection was paid to hin, hoth
m private and public.  When he Teft Boston, hie expressed
his intention to return by the seventecnth ol ihe following
June, to he present at the laying of the Corner Stone of the
Bunker Hill Monmment.

13, On that day, he was again in Boston,  The weather
was mitd and pleasant, and targe numbers of people had
collected, from all quarters, to witness the ceremony, At
about half past ten in the morning, & procession was formed
near the State House, to escort the General to the former
scenc of the revolutionary hattle.

4. An immense crowd of people was collected.  Old
men, and hoys, seemed cqually excited by the oecasion, and
thronged in vast numbers to engage in the services of the
day. First marched the military escort, which consisted of
sixteen companies, and a corps of cavalry, in full uniform.
Then came the aged soldiers, who had fought fifty years
before in the battle, and who had been so fortunate as to
live to witness this scene of triumph.
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15. After these, foilowed the other surviving soldiers and
officers of the revolution.  Then came the members of the
Association formed to build the monument, all wearing suit-
able badges.  The various companies ol I'ree Masons, and
e ofticers of the Azsociation followed.  General Lafayectte,
in a coach and four, came next, and the procession was
cloged by the various olficers of state, and a large body of
citizens.

16. This procession moved trom the State ffouse, passed
hrough some of the principal streets of the eity, and then
to Bunker 1l The corner stone ol the Monuament was
then loid, an oration was delivered, and the day elosed with
festivity and rejoieing.

17. Boston has been twiee visited by presidents of the
Tnited States: by Junes Monroe, in 1217, and by Andrew
Tackson. in 1233, On each of these oceasions, there was,
perhaps, a greater display of splendor and pageantry, than
is consistent with republican simplieity.



